U.N. SPECIAL SESSION ON CHILDREN

- Opportunities for National Leaders -

The General Assembly Special Session for Children will provide world leaders with a variety of ways in which they can express their views on issues related to the well-being of children.  Set out below are some of the more prominent events during the three day period, 19 to 21 September, at which Heads of State or Government will have the opportunity of expressing their views and engaging the world community.

· General Assembly Special Session Plenary: Statements of up to seven minutes on the situation and rights of children.  While speakers are not restricted on approach or content, it is expected that most will focus on national experiences, achievements and lessons learned in implementing the goals and targets of the World Summit for Children; statements of commitment to future action; the highlighting of specific priority areas such as girls' education, HIV/AIDS, child labour, etc.  The plenary sessions will take place from 9:00 to 13:00 and 15:00 to 19:00 on each of the three days of the Special Session 19-21 September.

· Roundtables: With 71 participants in each of the three roundtables, speakers will have the opportunity of more informally addressing the key issues related to the well-being of children.  Discussions will be led off by introductions from two child delegates and will include the participation of up to five UN agencies or observer delegations.  It is expected that the two co-chairs for each roundtable will be selected shortly and will identify specific themes and topics for each of these events.  Roundtables will take place from 15:00 to 19:00 on Wednesday 19 September and from 09:00 to 13:00 on each of the 20th and 21st of September.

· Secretary-General's Luncheon: The Secretary-General will host a luncheon starting at 13:15 on Thursday 20th September.  Breaking with past practice, the Secretary-General will invite Heads of State/Government and their spouses as well as high-level guests, also accompanied by spouses, from many different backgrounds: corporate leaders, NGO representatives, religious leaders, parliamentarians, academics, special advocates for children, celebrity representatives for children and peace, UN officials, etc.  Guests of honour will include Bill Gates and Nelson Mandela.

· High Level Receptions: Each evening of the Special Session, at 19:00 following the plenary, a reception is planned for the Delegate's Dining Room.  On the first night, 19 September, the President of South Korea will host Special Session participants; on the final evening, 21st of September, the President of Mexico will welcome participants; on 20th September, a UNICEF reception will precede the gala Celebration of Leadership.

· Celebration of  Leadership: At 20:30 on Thursday 20 September, following a high-level reception, world leaders are invited to join a celebration of leadership for children.  This event will feature a musical and spoken tribute to the leaders of the Global Movement for Children.  A highlight of this event will feature Nelson Mandela passing to the Secretary-General the final tally of voting in the Say Yes campaign for children.  It is expected that the Secretary-General will take these results to the General Assembly the following day.  Already more than three million people have participated in this major initiative which is expected to have recorded the views of many more millions of children by the time of the event.

· First Spouses Forum: Following on the highly successful Forum of first spouses held at the Millennium Summit, Ms. Nane Annan is again inviting all First Spouses to participate in an informal exchange of views.  This time the topic will be "Say Yes for Children".  After an introduction by a keynote speaker, to be identified shortly, it is expected that Dr. Nafis Sadik will moderate an informal dialogue involving the First Spouses and special invited guests.  It is expected that first spouses will highlight personal experiences working for children and cite national results.  It is likely that in some cases where Heads of Government/State do not attend, first Spouses will come to the Special Session and may even, in some cases, lead national delegations.

· Side Events: The Special Session will feature a great number of side events organized by governments, civil society groups, UN agencies, etc.  Leaders are encouraged to attend and actively participate in these smaller and more intimate events, offering the opportunity to interact with civil society and with children themselves.

· Bilateral Meetings: With 75 leaders already confirmed as of 31 July, and the likelihood of even more commitments as the day approaches, there will be ample opportunity for bilateral meetings around the margins of the Special Session.  In addition, as is standard practice, the Secretary-General and Carol Bellamy will be meeting with Heads of State/Government, specifically on issues related to the well-being of children.

· Press Briefings: Arrangements are in place to provide leaders with the necessary facilities to hold press briefings throughout the Special Session.  It is planned to make Conference Room 6 available for press events throughout the Special Session.

